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2010 “Masters of Disaster” Distinguished Guest Speaker Series
“Educational Issues Concerning Emergency & Disaster Management and Homeland Security Studies”

Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard speaks to AMU/APU

When: Wednesday, April 14th, 2010

When: 5:00 PM EDT for one hour max.

Where: CT-120 Board Room & via Teleconference at these details:
Teleconference line number: 1-877-951-2931

Participant passcode: 8852443

On April 14th, 2010, the IAEM Student Chapter of the American Military University (AMU) will be proud and greatly honored to host a speaking engagement with Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard on the topic of, “Educational Issues Concerning Emergency & Disaster Management and Homeland Security Studies.”

Biography: Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard
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“Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard is one of few individuals that can claim as much credit for the development of a profession as Dr. Blanchard can for the development of professional emergency management. Dr. Blanchard, a career public servant, is the director of the Higher Education Project within the Federal Emergency Management Agency's Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, Maryland. Dr. Blanchard received a bachelor's degree in political science from the University of North Caroline in Charlotte in 1974. From there he went to the University of Virginia and was awarded a master's degree in International Affairs in 1976 and a Ph.D. in Government and Foreign Affairs in 1980. He began working at FEMA in May 1980. Dr. Blanchard has been at FEMA throughout most of the agency's existence. He has served across several organizational units at FEMA, including the National Preparedness Directorate; the State and Local Programs Support Directorate; and the Office of Emergency and Public Information, the Preparedness, Training and Exercises Directorate.

Dr. Blanchard has been assigned to FEMA's Emergency Management Institute since 1994. In recent years, Dr. Blanchard has taken the lead role within FEMA to promote a professional model of emergency management. As a part of this process, Dr. Blanchard and the Emergency Management Institute have promoted the startup of dozens of college undergraduate and graduate programs in emergency management and homeland security. Further, they have developed model emergency management curricula and have shaped the core educational and training requirements for professionals in the field. Dr. Blanchard has also been instrumental in encouraging academic research through grant money so that a core body of knowledge for the profession of emergency management is developed - a process well under way today. Dr. Blanchard has actively promoted the certified emergency manager (CEM) program and has contributed to the development of emergency management's primary professional association - the International Association of Emergency Mangers. Dr. Blanchard himself received CEM certification in 1993. Dr. Blanchard has received several awards and much recognition for his federal service and service to the profession, including the FEMA Director’s Meritorious Service Award. He has participated in relief efforts of several disasters, including Hurricane Andrew in 1992, the Midwest Floods of 1993, and the Northridge earthquake in 1994” (Bumgarner).
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